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Development of techniques for cultivating passion fruit in green house.

3. Effect of removing the branches on the shoot and flower formation.
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Abstract

The effects of branch-removal methods
were investigated by evaluating the shoot
growth and flower formation.

The position of the first flower bud node,
number of flowers, and shoot growth were
significantly influenced by removal time
and degree.

When the branches were removed before
lighting, the first flowers formed at the
high node, and the number of flowers de-
creased on the shoot as compared with
other treatments. However, later removal
after lighting resulted in a lower position
of the first flower and an increased number
of flowers on the shoot. The first flower
formed at a low node, and the number of
flowers decreased as more lateral shoots
were removed.

Moreover, shoot extension growth was
less vigorous compared with light removal.
When the lateral shoots were removed in

the early stages of development of the first



12 hRBEE B42% W 1E (2008)

flower bud on the shoot, there was a
higher percentage of first flower buds in
the treated plant. Removing the lateral
shoots after harvesting affected the number
of flowers and the position of the first
flower node. Drastic removal reduced the
number of flowers, but light and no re-
moval of shoots did not affect fruit weight,
fruit shape, and brix.

It was concluded that the shoot must be
done light removal after lighting. The lat-
eral shoot should be removed when the

first flower bud has grown to over 10 cm

long.
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