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Fig. 1 photographs showing the lateral aspect of unusually elongated styloid processes
of the right (R) and left (L) sides. The left styloid process was broken into two pieces
at a portion indicated by a white arrow. The right styloid process measured up to 7.5cm

in length, while that of the left side 8(2.5+5.5) cm in length.
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Fig. 2 A diagrammatic representation of the lateral aspect of the tongue and the larynx and
trachea, viewed from the right. Notice that the unusually elongated styloid process extends from
the temporal bone to a portion equivalent to the cornu minus. The process articulates with the
body of the hyoid bone (open arrow). Note also that the thyreohyoid membrane is in such a
way narrowed that the cornu majus of the hyoid bone makes a direct contact with the tip of

the cornu superius of the thyroid cartilage.
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Fig.3 A diagrammatic representation of the lateral aspect of the tongue and the larynx and
trachea, viewed from the left. The styloid process was during the procedure of the excision
of these organs for the further detailed observations broken into two pieces, measuring 2.5 and
5.5 (totaled 8) cm respectively (arrow heads and broken line). The lower tip of the styloid process
articulates with the body of the
thyreohyoid membrane which is bounded superiorly by the cornu.majus of the hyoid bon

inferiorly by the upper margin of the thyroid cartilage, and posteriorly by the thyreohyoid

hyoid bone (open arrow). Notice remarkably narrowed

ligament.
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A 54-year-old male was found having a pair of unusually elongated styloid processes of the
temporal bone. The right styloid process measured 7.5 ¢cm in length, while fhat of the left side,
which was broken into two pieces, measured 8 (2.5+5.5)cm in length.

An important finding in this case was that a portion which might correspond to the
stylohyoid ligament have ossified along its total length to unify the ‘intrinsic’ styloid process and
the cornu minus as a single entity. The elongated styloid processes of the both sides were found
making a direct contact with the body of the hyoid bone and forming there a syndesmosis.
The thyreohyoid membrane was characteristically narrowed and, accodingly, the thyreohyoid
ligament was shortened. The cornu majus of the right side was observed to be attached to
the cornu superius of the thyroid cartilage. It could be speculated that the elongated styloid
process of this case comprises stylohyal, epihyal and ceratohyal cartilaginous elements.



