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ABSTRACT

From 1983 to 1991, total 3 cases ofschwannomas have been registered in the De-

partment of Dermatology of University of the Ryukyus Hospital. They comprised only

0.026% of total ouトpatients and 0.11% of new out-patients in a year. All the cases

were ordinary types of schwannoma. The tumor occurred on the right thigh of a 52-

year-old woman measured　20× 15 × 12cm and weighed　2250g; it is probably the

largest schwannoma reported on the extremities in Japan.

INTRODUCTION

Schwannomas are known to be one of the

common soft tissue tumors. According to a sur-

vey on their incidence, they are the third most

common following angiomas and lipomas, and

comprise roughly lO% of the benign soft tissue

tumors as a whole. They occur practically in

every anatomical region. Among the schwann0-

mas of dermatological interest, sizes range from

0.2cm to 20cm in maximum diameter. Approx-

imately 90% of the reported cases so far have

the maximum diameters less than or equal to
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5cm. Only 12 cases whose maximum diameters

are bigger than　5cm, have been reported in

Japan since 1973. In our ouトpatient clinic, tot-

al 3 cases of schwannomas have been seen since

1983. In this study, the brief outline of each

case is portrayed in a chronological order of

registration, and a clinical observation is dis-

cussed.

CLINICAL MATERIAL

During the period from 1983 to 1991, total

3　cases of schwannomas were seen at the De-
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Table 1. Summary of three cases of schwannomas

cN:ヲAge-Dateof
(years)oclst.visit

SiteSi
(C!宗Duration
tolst.vi
(year茸10r

Histol0号ical
diagnosis

43　　　　　M　　　　1988

72　　　　　　　　　　1988

52　　　　　F　　　　1990

2×2×2　　　　　　　3

back0.7×0.7×0.3

right
thigh20×15×1210

Antoni A+B
ordinary type

Antoni B

ordimnary type

Antoni A+B

ordinary type

-partment of Dermato一ogy of the University of

the Ryukyus Hospital, 2 cases in 1988　and 1

case in 1990. They comprised only 0.026% of

total out-patients and 0.11% of new out-patients

in a year. Table 1 shows their brief outlines.

Case 1 : A 43-year-old man was first seen,

in July 1988, with a lump on the posterior

aspect of his left leg. He had noticed it 3 years

earlier for the first time. Since then it graduaレ

Iy increased in size, though remaining asymp-

tomatic throughout its growth. Physical ex-

animation revealed a moderately firm, sub-

cutaneous movable mass measuring　2 × 2cm.

The tumor was easily enucleated. Histological

findings were as follws: the tumor was encapsu-

lated with fibrous membranes. Inside the mass,

proliferation of the spindle-shaped cells was

observed, whose nuclei were elongated. Some of

those cells were arranged in so-called pallisad-

ing arrangement. In some areas, aggregations of

clear round cells with mucinous degeneraton

were seen. The histological diagnosis was an

ordinary type of schwannoma conposed of two

types of tissue, Antoni types A and B. The pa-

tient has been well and without recurrence for

about 4.5　years following the excision.

Case　2 : A　72-year-o一d woman was first

seen, in November 1988, with a bean-sized

nodulus on the back. She noticed it　3　years

earlier for the first time. She told us that it

was asymptomatic and the size was relatively

stable. On physical examination, the tumor was

Fig. 1. Clinical appearance of Case 3 in April 1990,

showing the anterior aspect of a big sub-

cutaneous tumor on the medial femoral region

of the right thigh measuring 20×15×15cm.

skin-colored, soft and half dome-like with a

smooth surface. It measured 7×7×3mm. His-

tological findings were as follows : under the

epithelium, loose, edematous, hypervascular, and

relatively hypocellular tissues were seen. The

constituent cells were long, spindle-shaped with

nuclei of variable shapes. No mitoses were de-

tected anywhere. The histologic diagnosis was

Antoni B type tissue of an ordinary type of

schwannoma. The patient has been well for ab-

out 4 years after the operation.

Case　3 : A　52-year-old woman was first

seen, in April 1990. with a man's head sized

lump on her right thigh. She noticed it about

10 years earlier for the first time. It was

henegg sized at that time. Since then it had gra-

dual一y increased in size to that of a man's head.










