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ABSTRACT

From 1983 to 1991, total 3 cases of schwannomas have been registered in the De-

partment of Dermatology of University of the Ryukyus Hospital. They comprised only

0.026% of total out-patients and 0.11% of new out-patients in a year. All the cases

were ordinary types of schwannoma. The tumor occurred on the right thigh of a 52-

year-old woman measured 20 X 15 X 12c¢m and weighed 2250g; it is probably the

largest schwannoma reported on the extremities in Japan.

INTRODUCTION

Schwannomas are known to be one of the
common soft tissue tumors. According to a sur-
vey on their incidence, they are the third most
common following angiomas and lipomas, and
comprise roughly 10% of the benign soft tissue
tumors as a whole”. They occur practically in
every anatomical region. Among the schwanno-
mas of dermatological interest, sizes range from
0.2cm to 20cm in maximum diameter. Approx-
imately 90% of the reported cases so far have

the maximum diameters less than or equal to

5cm. Only 12 cases whose maximum diameters
are bigger than 5cm, have been reported in
Japan since 1973. In our out-patient-clinic, tot-
al 3 cases of schwannomas have been seen since
1983. In this study, the brief outline of each
case is portrayed in a chronological order of
registration, and a clinical observation is dis-

cussed.

CLINICAL MATERIAL

During the period from 1983 to 1991, total

3 cases of schwannomas were seen at the De-


















