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ABSTRACT

Up until now there have been no reports on people living in Okinawa's attitudes to
knowledge of the telling truth about diagnosis of cancer and its related factors. The pur-
pose of this study was to elucidate knowledge from middle and advanced age Okinawans
on telling truth about the cancer and factors relating to the demands in respect to the
provision of information. A questionnaire was given to a sample of 1,888 chosen subjects,
30 years and older who consented after its purpose was explained. We analyzed 1,129
(59.8%) valid responses. About 90% of the subjects demanded of telling truth, even if the
probability of curing the cancer was high or low. Also about 80% of the subjects demanded
they be told, even if their families did not want it. In case of spouse suffering from a
cancer that had a high probability for cure, 80% of the subjects demanded to be told. For
low probability for cure, only 50% demanded to be told. There were statistically signifi-
cant differences in answers regarding basic attributes, information seeking and decision
making of Autonomy Preference Index (API). In conclusion, Okinawans in the middle
and advanced ages have a high rate of demanding to be told the truth when they them-
selves were suffering from cancers, but if their spouses were suffering from cancer, they
tended to take a prudent attitude. Demanding the truth about cancer was shown to be
related to people's basic attribute and API. This data may also suggest that nurses
need to consider a patient's will and think about the differences between demands by
family, and the patient, and the need to share common information between family and
medical staff and to educate the patient by supporting his will and to give assessment to de-
gree for comprehension for medical informations would become more important.
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ZY A RFL T®ETE 7= Ende® *’ @ Autonomy
Preference Index (API; BfEMERE) BERHEHEZ AW
7=, 2, TEMIHMED BiZ R+~ 72 [k
WCBT5Z 81, 722 EDEH IZEWT & TH FEL<
HSHTH W TRROREENESD 5 5E,
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ARNOTERAREDGELS 725 L5 ITEREL 1-.
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Table 1 Basic Attributes
Ages mean=*=SD
30s 40s 50s over60s 48.3+9.9
SEX
Male 145(57.1) 178(60.5) 259(59.0) 52(36.6) 47.6+9.3
Female 109(42.9) 116(39.5) 180(41.0) 90(63.4) 49.2+10.5
Education
Primary, Junior High school 0C0) 3(1.0) 19(4.3) 54( 38.3)
Senior High, Vocational 60( 23.6) 108(36.9) 217(49.7) 60(42.6)
College, Graduate 194(76.4) 182(62.1) 201(46.0) 27(19.1)
Marital status
Unmarried 87(34.3) 25(8.6) 20(4.6) 6(4.3)
Married 163(64.2) 257(88.3) 388(89.2) 111(78.7)
Widow, Widowere, Divorce 4(1.6) 9(3.1) 26(6.0) 22(15.8)
Having children not yet in junior high school
Yes 131(52.0) 181(64.6) 80(19.4) 4(3.1)
No 121(48.0) 99(35.4) 333(80.6) 127(96.9)
Religious
Yes 51(20.2) 115(39.9) 194(44.9) 82(59.0)
No 201(79.8) 173(60.1) 238(55.1) 57(41.0)
Present illness
Yes 35(13.8) 59(20.2) 136(31.2) 54(38.8)
No 219(86.2) 233(79.8) 300(68.8) 85(61.2)
Ever been present or personally told the truth by a doctor
Yes 40(15.8) 75(25.8) 159(38.2) 35(26.7)
No 213(84.2) 216(74.2) 257(61.8) 96(73.3)
n( %)

BLO22EZEL =FZ MO - 0B, 3L EIE
L7=F%2HEEE, 4B 050 2EEL I2F%Z M5 E7-
WEEE pFEL T2

AT IEE, MSIMEOREICIE ¢ BEZ AV, %5
BOWEBICIIFRESL, 2 BEROEIMED ZO B iZiX
KGO WREE AV, FEHBOHBIZBWNTHEZE
MNRDE b OB T, UiEr Avniz. £z,
SEERILA_ LD S E D elIZiE, —ThliE sy Eo e A
VY, FESBOBEIZBWTHEEDRROL NL-b DIZE
L Ti%, Kruskal Walliso#EZz AV, WHEnicks
WTHp<0.052 FEZEAFY & L. HEHABEIZE, #%
Ho%y r— 7 SPSS 6.1% Fu=.

R

1. EARBBEMEIZONT

RRFIX, BHEN6344 (56.2%), ZMEN4954
(43.8%) THV , FEalX30~T35%, EHIHFET48.35
(SD£9.9) TH-7=. FREIE, 30, 40
TRIEEDEIGNEL 2o T2, 60l BT
i, ERe BIEREE, /N REREEEDEIG %L 7o
TUV-.

SRR LI, 30REIRIC BV CRIEE O EIA A o4
RITHARZEL 72> TEY , 60l EDOEIZBVTEEE
BOEIE DD EUTEARZEL Ipo TV, Fz, /).
HEAEDTO oA EIZBEIL TiX, 30mER, 4051t
IZBWNT/N AL T OFHEDND FOEIEHEL 725

TWe. DOXRE 72D FREROFGETIE, AN END
TETLDXRE 70D FH DD FEOEIEEZ TEY
BHEBROFETIE, SRR ERD LI, BERADLHD
FEOEIEBEZ T\, HHOF~DOIHL R, /5%
IS EN T DU T ERTDD FHFRS Nz B8R DA | 2o
T, 50T TRERD B 5 131594 (38.2%) &
KAEE 5D, MOFERBIZHEAERD £ 2o T e
(Table 1).

2 . MAEMDOFFLIZONT
1) 185 FTREMENN S B A DBEITB N T DHED 7L

B BABRRADOEE, BoBH~OEHIT OV TH
D7 WERITR A E 804 (91.8%), Ti&EmMIMT4
(88.8%) DOWTHITEHNTH HIEZE HD TV, FR
BITH, EOEMRITBWNTH MY ZWEERH I EZE S
DTV, FERBIE HHAHLED x* REDKER, ks
1 (p< 0.05), T#%EmM (p< 0.001) &b FELREN
BB 7.

BURE DDA DIGE DBURE ~DEFZONT, Hb
HIoWEET A & m6904 (76.6%), T 5H6624
(73.5%) OWTHNIZEBNTH HT~8FIE HFH Tz,
FERFNCE TS 5 B WHERFERE BN T~ 8 H
ZED TV, BEE~OEMOFLEL FNRBIO x> K
EDOFER, ABMLRETRDS ko7,

18% AIREMED B B WA DIGED, EHMOAHLEIZONT
X, BOBEERRAOBZEITEY 20BN 9 B S
DTN, BUBREDOSEEE 70d & b H-WEOEIS
R0 L Tuvz (Table 2).
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Table 2 Demand of telling truth in age aspect In case of oneself and spouse (High probability of cure)

Age 30s 40s 50s over6(s total x ° test
In case of oneself(n=1067)
Total 245(100) 283(100) 403(100) 136(100) 1067(100)
Name of disease =
demand 236(96.3) 262(92.6) 358(88.8) 124(91.2) 980(91.8)
not demand 0 (0) 3(1.1) 5(1.2) 2(1.5) 10(0.9)
not sure 9 (3.7 18(6.4) 40(9.9) 10(7.4) 77(7.2)
Prognosis of disease THE
demand 236(96.3) 255(90.1) 342(84.9) 114(83.8) 947(88.8)
not demand 0 (0) 7(2.5) 8(2.0) 6(4.4) 21(2.0)
not sure 9(3.7) 21(17.4) 53(14.6) 16(11.8) 99(9.3)
In case of a spouse(n=901)
Total 163(100) 254(100) 379(100) 105(100) 901(100)
Name of disease n.s
letting him know 125(76.7) 195(76.8) 290( 76.5) 80(76.2) 690( 76.6)
letting him not know 9(5.5) 22(8.7) 29(7.7) 9(8.6) 69(7.7)
not sure 29(117.8) 37(14.6) 60(15.8) 16(15.2) 142(15.8)
Prognosis of disease n.s
letting him know 125(76.7) 185(72.8) 277(73.1) 75(71.4) 662(73.5)
letting him not know 9(5.5) 21(8.3) 28(7.4) 11(10.5) 69(7.7)
not sure 29(117.8) 48(18.9) 74(19.5) 19(18.1) 170(18.9)
n(%)

x° test :%kp < 0.06 skskkp < 0.001

Table 3 Demand of telling truth in age aspect In case of oneself and spouse (Low probability of cure)

Age 30s 40s 50s over60s total x ° test
In case of oneself(n=1067)
Total 245(100) 283(100) 403(100) 136(100) 1067(100)
Name of disease =
demand 208(84.9) 224(79.2) 297(73.7) 101(74.3) 830(177.8)
not demand 5(2.0) 11(3.9) 22(5.5) 12(8.8) 5004.7)
not sure 32(13.1) 48(117.0) 84(20.8) 23(16.9) 187(117.5)
Prognosis of disease o
demand 205(83.7) 220077.7) 296(73.4) 103(75.7) 824(1717.2)
not demand 4(1.6) 12(4.2) 18(4.5) 14(10.3) 48(4.5)
not sure 36(14.7) 51(18.0) 89(22.1) 19(14.0) 195(18.3)
In case of a spouse(n=901)
Total 163(100) 254(100) 379(100) 105(100) 901(100)
Name of disease *
letting him know 66(40.5) 132(52.0) 191(50.4) 56(53.3) 445(49.4)
letting him not know 29(117.8) 38(15.0) 70(18.5) 23(21.9) 160(17.8)
not sure 68(41.7) 84(33.1) 118(31.1) 26(24.8) 296(32.9)
Prognosis of disease n.s
letting him know 64(39.2) 131(51.6) 184(48.5) 53(50.5) 432(417.9)
letting him not know 31(19.0) 37(14.6) 67(17.7) 24(22.9) 159(17.6)
not sure 68(41.7) 86(33.9) 128(133.8) 28(26.7) 310(34.4)
n( %)

2 ) 185 AHEMEDMEV A DBEAITBWTOHEHO A
B BERHADOEE, BoHEE~OEHITOWTH
D T2 WBEIE 4 & 8304 (77.8%), T4 & 8244
(77.2%) OWFTHUZRBNTH FI8EIZ Hd T, 1%

x? test :%kp < 0.05 *k3kp < 0.01 sks3kskp < 0.001

BITIE, RN LD LI 72 W EOEIAN S
{ 7o T, EHOFHEL FERBD x> REDFRER,
A s (p< 0.0, F#EH (p< 0.001) oW
IZBWTH AERENRDL L.
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Table 4 Whose opinion is most important
Age 30s 40s 50s over60s total
High probability of cure
Name of disease
Total 236(100) 260(100) 356(100) 120(100) 972(100)
My opinion 183(77.5) 203(78.1) 304(85.4) 88(73.3) 778(80.0)
My family's opinion 23(9.7) 28(10.8) 18(5.1) 23(19.2) 92(9.5)
Not sure 30(12.7) 29(11.2) 34(9.6) 9(17.5) 102(10.5)
Prognosis of disease
Total 236(100) 253(100) 340(100) 110(100) 939(100)
My opinion 183(77.5) 203(80.2) 297(87.4) 85(77.3) 768(81.8)
My family's opinion 21(8.9) 23(9.1) 15(4.4) 18(16.4) 77(8.2)
Not sure 32(13.6) 27(10.7) 28(8.2) 7(6.4) 94(10.0)
Low probability of cure
Name of disease
Total 208(100) 222(100) 295(100) 98(100) 823(100)
My opinion 164(78.8) 190(85.6) 265(89.8) 73(74.5) 692(84.1)
My family's opinion 18(8.7) 16(17.2) 11(3.7) 19(19.4) 64(7.8)
Not sure 26(12.5) 16(7.2) 19(6.4) 6(6.1) 67(8.1)
Prognosis of disease
Total 205(100) 218(100) 294(100) 100(100) 817(100)
My opinion 163(79.5) 186(85.3) 267(90.8) 76(76.0) 692(84.7)
My family's opinion 17(8.3) 16(17.3) 10(3.4) 18(18.0) 61(7.5)
Not sure 25(12.2) 16(17.3) 17(5.8) 6(6.0) 64(7.8)
n( %)
Table 5 Relation between API and basic attributes
Information seeking Decision making
Total (n=1115) 91.7£8.6 55.4+16.8
Age
30s(n=253) 91.5+7.3 61.4+14.3
40s(n=291) 92.2%8.0 57.9+15.9 j*j* %
50s(n=432) 91.2+9.6 52.9+16.7 % ]*
Over60s(n=139) 92.8£8.9 46.9+17.8
Sex
Male(n=628) 91.7£8.2 54.3+16.2 %
Female(n=487) 91.8+9.1 56.8+17.4
Education
Primary, Junior High School(n=74) 90.2+11.3 45.3+17.1 me
Senior High, Vocational School(n=441) 91.6%£9.2 52.8£17.0 j*]*
College, Graduate(n=596) 92.0+7.8 58.5+£15.8
Religious
Yes(n=435) 92.1+8.8 53.4+174 %
No(n=664) 91.56%8.5 56.9£16.3
Present illness
Yes(n=282) 91.2+9%.4 53.5£16.7 %
No(n=827) 91.9£8.3 56.1+16.8
Mean = SD

BB DDA DEE, BBE ~OEIOWNTHDL &
ToWBEIE R4 E 4454 (49.4%) , THREMA24
(47.9%) THY , FHOTHRERED 3 HZ ST,
FERBITHTHD & 0BARITIBNT, REBEDIRLE
684 (41.7%), TiREmM684 (41.7%) & %< 72> T

ANOVA: *p < 0.05

W, BRE ~OEMOAEE FEARBID X REDFER,
% EHICBWTHERZEDRODL e (p< 0.05).
165 FIREMED D D DAL, 18D RIREMEAMEV 3 A
DI EDEMA LTI TIND 3, BFEHDBBA
D%, 162 FTREEMEVNDRADHETH KT ~8H
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Table 6 Relation between demand of telling truth and basic attributes In the case of a high probability of cure

demand not demand not sure x *test
Name of disease
Marital status (n=1058) *
married 805(92.6) 8(0.9) 56(6.4)
unmarried 120(91.6) 000) 11(8.4)
widow,widoere divorce 47(81.0) 2(3.4) 9(15.5)
Having children not yet in junior high school(n=1020) *
yes 362(95.3) 2(0.5) 16(4.2)
no 581(90.8) 8(1.3) 51(8.0)
Prognosis of disease
Education (n=1065) *
primary,Junior high school 56(81.2) 3(4.3) 10(14.5)
senior high vocational school 359(85.7) 10(2.4) 50(11.9)
college,graduate 530(91.9) 8(1.4) 39(6.8)
Marital status (n=1058) % sk
married 778(89.5) 16(1.8) 75(8.6)
unmarried 118(90.1) 1(0.8) 12(9.7)
widow,widoere divorce 43(74.1) 4(6.9) 11(19.0)
Having children not yet in junior high school (n=1020) * sk
yes 353(92.9) 7(1.8) 20(5.3)
no 556(86.9) 14(2.2) 70(10.9)

DENEME LA TV, —F, BEERRADBRET
i, ED B WEERK 5 B AL Tz, 15D ATRE
HWRH D BADBZEITH, 18D ARV A D
&, IR, 0 B RVWEEOREINL Y BEE~DE
FNTIEEIZ/2 D H 23 A5 Az (Table 3).

3) EBAESHEWER (BDBHEBBALDEE

B BHEBBADBEIZBWTHEME FLEL 2F DS
L, FiEE BRANER - EHOBREZELS W
PTHONWTIE, FEE BRANER>THL HOOEREE
RS HT-WEOEIEIRD FIREMNRH D NADHE, 1R
2 ATREMEDME VR A DBFAE DO W T HIZBNTH £ 8 El
ZHODTWE, FRBITLHNE~IEDOENRADOE
RAEELES Himne FEL Tz,

ZTOZE RV, BOHE~OBNALERE FHETE 4L
DEX, FhEE BANRELD RIICH > T Hmz Eie
Z RSz (Table 4).

3. BEMREIZONT

BEMEREL ERBIBL OEARMBEMEIC SN TS
B, tHREZITV, FEENRS-T-H 0% RITRL -
(Table 5).
EHRAREORKO LT 74 (SDE8.6) & FEH
IZEWERTh oo, HlAREEL FRBIBE OFEARY
B DA T T A EREITZEDL Ve Tz,

H OREEICBO IR0 FEH5355.4 54 (SD+16.8)
THY , FRBIE OHETIE, BOIRIZE BHOREE
DENWZ L AVRE Wiz, £7-, EAEMEE ORE T,
PRI, EEE, ZE, BRBOFETHEENREDL N,
BHEY Lo FHR, Fl-EFREEIZE, BOREEN

n( %)
xtest: *p < 0.05 **kp < 0.01

RN & RS Nz(p < 0.05).

4 . EERT D AEE BEEEREICOWT

1) HENCx35 L BRI EMEE OB
(1) B EERBATHLEE

185 FIREMED B D NA DA D EMDAHEL ARE
D x* REOTER, AERENROL ML 0% RITR
L 7= (Table 6 ).

BEARIRILIZ B CRIESERRE CIRERENN 2L 72 - THY
INe RERAELUTF O FEANND FFHREY T2 WBEOEI AN %
7o Tz, FRICEL TIEFEBEEIZE 2V 720 B
NEL Tpo Tz,

182 FREMEDMENW R A DIGEDEMOALL BAHE
PED x* REDTER, AERENRDD NZb 0% RITR
L 72 (Table 7).

PERIITIZBMED T T2 WBEDEIE N EL 7o T
7=. Fiz, 18D ATReERH D BADEEL Rk, &%
[EE, /I REALLTOFHNND Y T2 EEOE|
ANEL 1o TWVe, IRRILICIBWNT, BERS- SERIRE
THY 72 BROBEOBIG R %L 7o TV .

(2) REZELRLADEE
FREDDBADEE, BURE ~DEMOAHEL FAK)
JBIED 3 * MEDFER, AEZETFBOL gh o7,

2) HIxtd s mLE BAMERE O BE

B BEBBADOEHEOEMOREL BAEMERED
BT OFE A FIRL 7= (Table 8).

WA RESSE OBETIE, &Y VBB TE
WA RKERENELS , F0 72 W BHTBW TE#RAR

N
73
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Table 7 Relation between demand of telling truth and basic attributes In the case of a low probability of cure

demand not demand not sure x ° test
Name of disease
Sex (n=1067) % %
male 485(81.8) 20(3.4) 88(14.8)
female 345(72.8) 30(6.3) 99(20.9)
Education (n=1065) % %k
primary, Junior high school 50(72.5) 4(5.8) 15(21.7)
senior high vocational school 305(72.8) 29(6.9) 85(20.3)
college,graduate 473(82.0) 17(2.9) 87(15.1)
Marital status (n=1058) EEES
married 676(77.8) 37(4.3) 156(18.0)
unmarried 107(81.7) 3(2.3) 21(16.0)
widow,widoere divorce 39(67.2) 10(17.2) 9(15.5)
Having children not yet in junior high school(n=1020) * ok
yes 317(83.4) 12(3.2) 51(13.4)
no 474(74.1) 38(5.9) 128(20.0)
Prognosis of disease
Sex(n=1067) % 3k
male 477(80.4) 18(3.0) 98(16.5)
female 347(173.2) 30(6.3) 97(20.5)
Education (n=1065) *
primary,Junior high school 50(72.5) 6(8.7) 13(18.8)
senior high vocational school 309(73.7) 24(5.7) 86(20.5)
college,graduate 463(80.2) 18(3.1) 96(16.6)
Marital status (n=1058) % 3k
married 670(77.1) 36(4.1) 163(18.8)
unmarried 105(80.2) 3(2.3) 23(17.6)
widow,widoere divorce 41(70.7) 9(15.5) 8(13.8)
Having children not yet in junior high school (n=1020) EES
yes 316(83.2) 11(2.9) 53(13.9)
no 473(73.9) 37(5.8) 130(20.3)
n( %)

Table 8 Relation between demand of telling

x * test:

*p < 0.05 *ks%kp < 0.01

truth and API

* %k %kp < 0.001

Information seeking

Decision making

High probability of cure

Name of disease(n=1055) 91.8+8.4 55.6+16.7
demand(n=970) 92.6x£7.6 % 55.9+16.7
not demand(n=10) 83.3+13.1 j* 475+16.5
not sure(n="75) 83.3+11.4 52.3%+15.9
Prognosis of disease(n=1055) 91.8+£8.4 55.616.7
demand(n=939) 92.7+75 % 56.1+16.8 —
not demand(n=21) 84.2+11.5 j* 50.5+15.9 %
not sure(n=95) 84.6+11.5 51.6+15.1 ——
Low probability of cure
Name of disease (n=1055) 91.8+8.4 55.6+16.7
demand(n=822) 93.3+17.2 % 56.6+16.9
not demand(n=50) 83.7+9.6 j*]* 53.5+14.8
not sure(n=183) 87.1+9.9 51.5+15.8
Prognosis of disease(n=1055) 91.8+£8.4 55.6+£16.7
demand(n=815) 93.3+7.2 % 56.5+16.9 —
not demand(n=48) 84.7+9.7 j* 51.9+16.7 %
not sure(n=192) 87.3+10.1 52.8+15.5 ——
Mean=+SD
ANOVA: *p < 0.05
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