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ABSTRACT

We reviewed medico-legal autopsies for the past thirty years since the Department
of Legal Medicine, University of the Ryukyus was founded. In the period from April
1982 to March 2012, there were 4,559 medico-legal autopsies; 3,409 male (74.8%) and
1,150 female (25.2%). There were approximately 100 autopsies per year during 1982-
2001, then the number of autopsies increased during 2002-2011. Ages ranged from 0 to
99 years. In the last decade, the average age of the victims has increased. The number
of autopsies did not vary with the seasons. Homicidal autopsies have decreased in the
last decade. There were approximately 350 autopsies per year in 2010 and 2011, and the
ratio of medico-legal autopsy in Okinawa Prefecture was the fourth highest in Japan.
Recently, we need to develop a medico-legal investigation system of death in Japan, in-
cluding medico-legal autopsy. Furthermore, we require the mentoring of younger foren-
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19850 1,179,097 0,283 0.40

602 11.40 126 20.90

19900 1,222,398 6,469 0.50

829 12.80 133 16.00

19950 1,273,440 7,283 0.60
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