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Abstract

A Study on the Relation Between Hearing
and Speech in the Hearing Impaired Children

Tomio KARIMATA and Nobuko MEKARU

Okinawa Wélfare Center for Hearing Loss Children

Masaharu URA and Yutaka NODA

Department of Otorhinolaryngology, College of Health Sciences, University of the Ryukyus

Thirty-two students in the Okinawa Prefectural High School for the hearing impaired
and five children in the Okinawa Prefectural Kindergarten for the hearing impaired were
presented in order to study on the relation between hearing and speech in the hearing im-
paired children.

We found the averaged hearing threshold over 80 dB at the both sides in 24 out of the
32 students and 3 out of the 5 children, and the latter (the 3 children) has a good commu-
nication through.speech with a good speech discrimination, but the former (the 24 students)
has a difficult communication through speech with a bad speech discrimination.

From this contrast, we recognized again here that it is very important to discover and
educate the hearing impaired children in an early stage, because these high school students
were found delated to be hearing impaired and educated delated in their childhood.

(Ryukyu Univ. J. Health Sci. Med. 3 (3))



