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Abstruct

Prolegomena to Health Sociology

Tapaniro NOHARA

Department of Health Sociology, College of Health Sciences. University of the Ryukyus.

The aim of this paper is to analize the structure and function of health sociology in Japan,
where the studies in this field started around 1960. Soon after the inception of the new field,
chairs of health sociology were established in several universities. In spite of the diversity of
opinions concerning the conception of the new field, many papers in health sociology were publish-
ed with cooperative efforts from the field of public health. They included some studies on physi-
cians or nurses as professionals.

This auther sees the field of health sociology from the viewpoint of behavioral sciences, and
believes that studies in health sociology based on the life of the people and their health behavior
have been contributing much to the promotion of health not only of the individual but also of the
community. ‘

Population, health planning, health systems, and social epidemiology are seen to be some of the

important issues in the future of this field.



