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Recent advances in gas plasma technology for sterilization

Yoichi Toyokawa and Akikazu Sakudo

Laboratory of Biometabolic Chemistry, School of Health Sciences,
Faculty of Medicine, University of the Ryukyus
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ABSTRACT

Plasma, the fourth state of matter after solid, liquid and gas, is generated by the
input of a sufficient amount of energy into a gas. This input of energy liberates free
electrons from atoms or molecules and the resulting ions and electrons coexist in the
plasma. Gas plasma technology takes advantage of these highly reactive species and is
particularly well suited to several industrial applications such as surface
modification, microfabrication and thin-film synthesis. Furthermore, recentadvances
have revealed that gas plasma is also useful in the field of medicine such as sterilization
procedures. Our studies have shown that plasma sterilization is applicable to
bacteria, viruses or other pathogens, which are inactivated wvia oxidation and
degradation of biological molecules such as proteins, lipidsand DNA. Inthisreview, we
will introduce the latest advances in plasma sterilization technology together with the
results of our recent studies and then go on to discuss the potential future applications
of this emerging methodology.  Ryukyu Med. J., 33 (1~3) 9~16, 2014
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Fig.1 Schematic presentation of four fundamental states of matter.

P DIRIE T DR, WK, [UEBROT I XY OBAREZRT. WENEERORETIIHERET (5F)
MBNHTHEELTBO, ZOME, BETEL >R EEEERD. WIETIE, BETFOBFIRENET
DNERTORETEH2NEDBRESRRD, PN ERLZEE, BRKTREVITEEL GO REITRS.
TORER, WEITZOMENED D S LRELERD, BHERT. JUKDIRETIE, HTH2W0WE0 TiEE
WIS F—Z2FE, P THAOZLEIIMO TNE<RD. TORR, KFIIEHZERCEHZRES. [UE
DIREEIZBNT, WA TRETFSCTORETHDD, ZIRISIKIRIIVF—2NMb2ZET, FFN
Bt A EBFIChN (BED, ZNeNHBIGEET2REERS. ZOREEZTI AT ENS.

MABZET, xR FEIESEZ0, H#EL 7~z
DTBHIENRETHD. £-TI7AIHFORITIEHE
WIRIF—REICHD. NS OEMMNS, IR
REFMRUZEMESTE 2506 TR ]
AETIEIEHINTNWS., BHTDOHIETTAID
HIEFHONRENR D THD. £/, HEBEERE
[ (1IC) OEGEHRBICBNWTIE, ANvF Y L7 (#
B ) Ty F 7 (MlinT) o7atATcr7
AIDANSENTVS., ISITHMEIOERICT I XX
WIZEITH ZET, TOEREFEEZLET LI ENT
29 X5, BEEOSBTOIRABEDSNTSH
0, 79AXEFALEZTIVI > TF XX (APC) §E
EENEHERS TR EBINTWS Y. £/, EE
R EADIRIKEE E LT 7 A HEMiaEH %
£, MRNBEAITEDSNTWS. I T, AKF
TlE, EHEOMNMTO TEEMEREZPLIC, TS
T AX % W= E S O 2 /E 0 L 72 0.

75 AN X B & DT

Beale 7 4=V RTIRIEA SN, HLEsEZRT
TWB T IAR T AFEMOHTH, 7T AT %EF]
AU EEMN OWFSE - BRI OWTIZZNE TIZE
<EHESINTHBO, EESELIO—M i) 7 A5 B
OHBTIE, TTIREML SN TVLS Y. LaL,
75 AT X > TEFEMI-SOHMAEY NI, B
INBHENDIBRIIHBEZ<HENEINTNEHDD,
EDEIBANZALTREREINSDMNIZTDONTIX
TN EINTORNONEIRTHS. Frldin

ETIZ, BEAES) Y1 RYEREZHAWZER
(N,) 75 A< k& (BLP-TES No. 1; HA N A1 >
MRt #HW (Fig. 2), 7 iiE 7 )V 7 2 > (BSA)
EAVITNIT T IALIVAKLU N, HAT 5 X< ULEE
(0.5 & £, 1.5 kpps; kilo pulses per seconds, N,
HABHRT) 2o TE/-. TOMIEE DO E MR
THIET, TIAIUEN NS I RITTHEEG
Mo L= o7,

WK ICIER S B/ BSA 2 N— 1 5 A LTt
X¥, 2% BLP-TESNo.1 TN, HA 75 XL
ZiTofz. 7= TEWIRN 7 EiEIC K > T BSA &
B D R IEE 2 BT L 726558, N, HA 75 X< 30
DUIRE T a- N v 7 A DO 0 70 & b
N 22.18% N5 28.06% ~HEMT D EMNE S 7.
F7m, B-F— ORI 30.57% N5 22.89% £
TS ZMHEMZRL =2 (Fig. 3). — &M, EHE
MWEMZEZITERO—-DELTREOEINEZS
N5, /=, TIXXERFICIIANEET DS
DHBZENFENTNS Y. 22T, BLP-TES No.
1 BERFOREOEICETI NS Or—4%—%
AWTHIEL . ZORE, HEBKRE 7.5 7T55 ~
60°C, 15 T60 ~ 65C, 3043 T60 ~65CEXT
FRITZZENDMOE. T AAEICT L S BSA
FEHED KIS ORI DB NBERIC XD H D
MEIMEMIT S720IT, BSA % 37 ~85CDH%
T 30 MBI 21TV, TNTNOUEREIC
BT DEAE D R O DAL 2 fR#AT L -,
ZORR, WHRED LHEEHITH- > — DR
AR U D, a-NY vy 3P U= 20k
BINS, N, HAT 5 AT KD BSA EFAE D ki
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Fig.2 Experimental setup for N, gas plasma production.
a) Ny, H A 75 A4 2%E (BLP-TES-No. 1, HAN A I a4h) OBAKB LY b) N, H AT I X FEARDLEBERN
BRGSO EE. & EEM— B ERE OERE 50mm ICHE L. EENHO EABIVOTHICRBEING 2 KOEE
B G4 4) o, HEMEmRZTY 7 E (95 mm X 165 mm) 12 15 KHRE L. N, HA T T ARIEN, H A
10 L/min OWAEMND 0.5 [UEDEET TRAESE 2. AEEBEREL T, #EHE S) Y1 U AYEREZHANWE. X
fik 7), Figure 1 &0 &&#%5IH.

Fig.3 Analysis of secondary structure of N, gas plasma-treated bovine serum albumin (BSA) by Fourier
Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FT-IR).
Mg 7 VT R 2 (BSA) 2 SULERRER (0, 7.5, 15, 30 43) 3K U 1.5 kpps (kilo pulse per second) D5:fFT N, HA T
T A, BSA 0D Amide [ Z IR AR MVOH—=T T 4T 4 2 7BRET—U TN TTFaAr R a— 3
RIZE > TR 2T 7. TR, TIXUEETIa- N v 7 ZABEOBRILEN EF LU, B-¥— &l
WU, Xk 6), Figure 5 X 0 tk&#%514.

Fig.4 Inhibition of the proliferation of influenza virus in embryonated eggs by N, gas plasma.

A2 TIVIUH AT IVA (A/PR/8/34) B RiE (3.16 x 10" TCID;/mL;1mL &7 0 @ 50% fikE Ry i g) 2
FIN—=H Z A L TrEKE%, BLP-TES-No. 1 ICT N, H AT I AW ZFT > 7= (1.5 kpps, 5 min). 77 XL, Rk
B2V EEIUARBINCER I 2. HBINE 48 RFEEEE L 25, RRIRZEINL 1 > 7))V T2 FREESRIK 21572
BRI O TIVI T IAINAOREA L/ 78X 8T 57 4— (ZATF514 A4 27NV IZ U HF ABN, L
EA#RAath) 2ZHWTTo72 518, BREBREO HAEORE ST o7, KIRINEZA BOIA i, The
NAINVIHFATANABLOBIAINADX Y LA TO71 > (NP) Z;R9. riZVT77L2ATA ERT. A2
TIWVIZHFIAINAEN, HA T XX 5 50 (1.5 kpps) TRIEL X 4172, 3k 7), Figure 2 & 0 A %5(.

BEORRLE DT, 75 A AEREOEED EFLL
NOBEZEDOFENRKENI EHIRINZ

KIS, Ny HAT TG AINTAIN ARG 2 %% E%
RN 27201, 1> 7V ¥ A1) A% BLP-
TES No. 1 IZffiU N, H A T I AU EfT o572 A
>INV T Y AW AIL A (A/PR/8/34)(3.16 x 10"
TCIDs; 50% HLRR:T 2R Gl ) &2 5 2 N, A7
7 A< (0.5 %JE, 1.5 kpps, N, H AFsi ) THULEE

U7=t&, B> 7)v% 11 8 OFREBINOSRRIRI 1
fEL 37°C, 48 RFfRIET 2 2 & T A I RARERAEIR
WERELE., INEAL /70 NTT7 ¢ —I12ft
U, TNV IAINAX T LA T a5 > (NP)
O #1757~ (Fig. 4). TORE, N, HA TSI
RAHE Y > TIVEEIC B W TIE NP 2V X 172 0zt
U, 5B TIENP I3 I Naho/m. AXY TV
F = (HA) fliOHEIE BT > 2558, 77 XU
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Fig.5 Decrease in viral titer of influenza virus by N, gas plasma.
A>TV ATAIVA (A/PR/8/34) BEPSRIR K % I N—H 5 A L TH##EH, BLP-TES-No.1 ZHWTN, HXA 75
AR 2 FALPRREHITT o 72 (1.5 kpps; 0, 0.5 BXU25). WY TIVEAALT 1>« ¥—E— -+ 1 XHlifk Madin-
Darby Canine Kidney; MDCK) il i /&% < &, 72 el 217 o /2. #8Y > 7IVE& 4 2 ARy FEILLUAE 217 >

72 (No. 1 BX U No. 2). ik 7).

Figure 3 & 0 & 5IH.

Fig. 6 Effect of N, gas plasma on nucleoprotein (NP) of influenza virus type A and B.

(@ 1> 7INVIToH ATAIVA (A/PR/8/34) BEHBEIRIE (3.16 x 10" TCID;o/mL) BEL K (b) KA1 > 7NV T2 HF A )L A
EAN ORI TT 4— (ZAT 542 A VTV UH ABN) ZHWTHRIELEZ. &9 TidehEnhN—
Ho A ETHESRAZDE, BLP-TES-No.1 ZHIWT N, HZA 75 X< (1.5 kpps) THRERMLIEZIT o 7=, WEFAY >
TIEKEAKTEIL, 1A 70X NTI7 =12l RIORENZA BOIA UL, TnEns 70V ¥
ATAINWABIXUEBIAINADAZ LA TOF7A 2 (NP) 2R, riZV 77 L2 ATA 2%ERT AR TNV Y
ATV AL L THINT B TW1(A/Taiwan/1/86) ¥k, H3N2 % PM7(A/Panama/2007/99) ¥k & 7z, k#1271
IHBYUAILAELTTK53(B/Tokio/53/99) #kZ A L7z, 3k 7), Figure 4 X 0 &#%LIH.

CTIVEETIENE A U2, S 512, Madin-Darby
Canine Kidney (MDCK) #E~\D ™7 o )L A JdkF4 5 Bk
Biio& A, RUHEY D T)VEETIE TCID;y/ml
M75~10x 10* ZRLAEZDITHL, 150 T
1.0~ 1.3 x 10° £ T T 2 AN E 5 17z (Fig. 5).
INSDRERMNS, A TNV IT B ATAIVAEN,
HAT T XTI A )b A DIEGAT A>3 % ]
MESNZ. KIZ, Ny TAT T AUENT A )L A
EOEICKRIFZTEEEAL /7O NI T T 4 —1T
X o THIT L7 (Fig. 6). ZORHE, 1> 70T Y
ATA) AERRRIEP NS I NZNP IS5 0B
K153 DN, H AT AXWUEIZ X > THET %
RN RSNZ S SICEEBE TV oYY
AIWVAZBNTH, 150D N, T AT T XL
TNP AT HMEAN AN £ 1 7)VT
Y B U1 VA B/Gifw2/73) %2 5 pHIN, HA T 5
A XA L 72, Enzyme-Linked ImmunoSorbent
Assay (ELISA) ik12 &5 NP DEEZIT > 2/ RICH
WTH, RUHEREE L NP X 1/6 LR ETHA L.
N, B AT 5 AWM A 7NV T oA ) ZEH
BICHG A28 % I 5ICHEMICHTT 272012, 1
CINWIT Y AT AEGRIREE N, T AT T X
YT LZDB (0, 15, 304)r), SDS-HRUT 7Y

V7 2 RFIVERIKE PAGE)(7 x> —TU U7 >
K 7)—; CBB Yefaik) icftL, 1> 7 )V >¥oo
IWAEAE DN 21T > 7= (Fig. 7). TDRER, 1>
TNWI YA TAI ZEGERRE TOABRE SNz
DA AHREHRINSEAEDO/N > R (Fig. 7(a))
W, AR ORE & & BTk L 7= (Fig.
7(b). TNS5DFERMNS, N, HA T T XY
AINVAEHE AL I TS ENHERI N £z,
N, HAT T XA T A IV AD ) I\ RNA T K IE
THEBICOWTHBTZITO 2D, 127V T
AINWADEEEAE THDHY N v 7 ZAEAE M1),
EMBEEHENS), HABXUY )53 =24—-F
(NA) 23— K954 LARNAEEZY —7 v b
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Z17 > 7= (Fig. 8).
RN OFER, 75 AU ORB E & HI12, Th
5DEETOEEEIIHDT L Z EARINE N
5DRERMNS, N, TAT I XAWEIET A IV ADT
J LARNACHIERZMIZL TWD Z EAVRB I N/,
N, HAT I AW A TNV oI IV A DR
RBRICHZADABLEBRT LI, 7T XU (5
43, 1.5 kpps) DA > IINVIT T ATAINAEER
R TBAMSE (SEM) 2 HWEZ 217> 7= (Fig. 9). £
DGR, TIARWHBED T A I AIZBNTIE, 75
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Fig. 7 Degradation of influenza virus-infection induced proteins by N, gas plasma treatment.

(@ 1> 7N ATAIVA (A/PR/8/34) SRR (+) B X OIERPARRIE () 2 SDS- RU T 27 UINT I RTIVER
78 (PAGE) 12t L, 7> —7U U 7> ~7)b— (CBB) THRELZMEEZRLEZ .(b) 1 > 7IVT Y1 )L ARG R
aE N, T2 T 5 X TEIER (0, 15 BXU30 4 ) WL 728, U1 IV AHREHL 25 ORRERT OEHE % il
BT BT, KY 2 FIVE SDS-PAGE IZH# L 7=, ZORE, 15 08X U300 I ARUEL =0 TIVTIE, av
bo—)b (0 AEE ) LR L T IV AHKEEHEDO RN DT 2 2 ENPESM L7 ROKRENE, 1> 7)1
B A ) 2 DREGAE BRI P I PEEDNER I NEAE DN RERLUZ. SR 7), Figure 6 £ 0 & %51 H

Fig.8 N, gas plasma treatment causes damage to viral genomic RNA.

A2 TIWVT Y ATAIVA (A/PR/8/34) EGAEIRIR % N, 7T A 75 X< (1.5 kpps) T&#f (0, 5, 30 47) W Z17 5 7=.
7oA, SUBY S TIVINS A T INVT I A IVADT ) 5 RNA ZHlii L, cDNA 2% L. ZheT >
TL—HFEUPCREITSIZET, Ny HATTAIMIAIVADT ) 5 RNA ICKIZTHEBOMN 21T o7 M1IEY A1)V
AR bYU Y7 AEAEELRT, NS B3IV AEMEEAEELR T, HABANIY N FZ VELETE, NAR /A 53245 —

TEEFICHTL2T T4 —ty FEHWPCR 21720722 &£ &/, k7). Figure 8 & DA ®KLIH.

ARARUBE T A ) A TRS N2 T A )V ZRF[A+ 2
OO TS LOmENEIEI N TWEIEN, ¥
A1V ZRT B B OIS N BRI N .

FEHSOMRICE D, BSAICN, HA 75 XL
BITH T ETED RIS DR LR D2 T L
7z TORERE, BN TOEAEDOEMEZT T
MTERNKDI B REEDOEENE Z 572 2 EAVHH
&l ofz. £ A VIV OTIA IV AEN,
HAT T AR 7= 4ER, A IV X DGR T
THHEEANESNZ. 5T, TAMIVAEHESY
2 RNA OADN T 5 A R O #%it & & 1238
DHENZ. TAIAK T OB FHEMEBEZTIE, N,
HAT 5 A5 5B THIH S N TR L R S
Nz, INSORERNS, T XUEIZKD, A
VAR DT NO— TP T NO—TEHE
MOMREDARG % 21 7= 2 &M, 71 )V A DGl >
ZRERILAEERO—DEEZLNS. £ 7T
AR QMBI SR E LT, BOFELEHIT,
HRIVRE 723K FERIEME T D NIV DFEENZETS

N5 ZNSOEHRENTA IV A DRI RIS L
TWLHREMELH D, SRS DLETDH 5.

XL

EHESOMERICKD, Ny HAT I AUEIZLD
EAEIIBAEMNE IR RS THEERILT S5 Z EAVR
SN T N, AT I ARUEIZEI DT A IV A
EHEST /L RNA O, S5V A
KT ORMEE DN SR IN, TOM/REEL
T, 127NV oHIA ) AL R L7250
EEZONE. FRIOBERIE, N, HAT I X34
CINIUHIAIN AT UEBEEEE LU TRT
ZEMTERE. %I, —BRWICHEEN#HEL WEIN
5RO —=TIA)AD ) a4 )V Als ETH
UN, AT I AW ZEIT N, TNENRNELTE
DDINMENINLETH D, EREBEG T, BHOTHE
PHEIZDNWTHETT 272012, ERGZEICHL I XY
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Fig.9 Changes in morphology of influenza virus after treatment with N, gas plasma.
BREFH DA 7NV ATAIVA (A/PR/S/34) & H)N—H 5 A B THAE#%, BLP-TES-No. 1 ZHWTN, FA T <
Zx (1.5 kpps, 557) B Z{To72. T ARMIEY > T)L (043) ZHEMREL, 5kV, 5% 50,000 f5D&HT
ERETHEMEE (SEM) ICK 2 UMV ADRREEISE 21T >/, XHk7), Figure 7 X O &A®KSIH.

Fig. 10 Potential future applications of plasma sterilization technology.
T I XARBEEAN QBIR EIFRBRICONWTRL . BREBFICHT2REURE L TOARST, BESBHITBNT
SEEM ORE BN TR 7 I A REERBEORFES, 77 XA L ERREEINIOSHEINS 2 &N HIFS

n5.

MR ZLT, EBRICTA I APRNELTEDLDOME S
BRAEMENRKRD SN 5S.

TIAREERICFHHSI NS T AT IVT, ANY
Th, BREEONEHA, HDWVIIHEE, KED
BB AKFEREDRIBEDEWH A ENHNWLN
5. IHICINSDRMENEEINTHWSNSGE
bbb, TITATERRICHERT S HZADREL, fF
RS T I XA EERS, KSR EEZETA
EPRTHROFEPRFLOTVWERETHS. I
WEIZBWTITEBEKE KR A T 5 X EENA
SHWLENTWEN, (E¥EEEROHREDH O 17,
FRE DARNRIELH A TOWELEOBFENRD 5N
5. TDXDelan, FEEHESOWET I — T ILEEN
A% W= A )L ZRHIE O AREE R I DWW Tl
LTH0 Y, fhdH AETORELLEE O LR
Aok END. Tz, BLREFHLET T AESE
B oI bED TN 5.

[ 75 AERE] EFIEN TV D55 B 4E,
RO ZMRIEND ZRETNWS., HICTIAX
EEIZ X B BT ORINE S, 77 AKX
B OMZEIZEACHEDNED 5N TWD Y. ERERS
PREFEFEELTHOWSNTWSHODHIZIE, 7+
WADEMETL S DOPBICTHNVMETERINTNS S
D, HEITHWS N EIEANIHEDK NS Dir &
M 5. HATT AN DI F 72 KRR
BETORENIRETHD, ZNHITHLANTH DM

SHBAN L TWBEND D, F2, EEOSEFITE
EE5d, EEBEEETLT Z2HEMANOBHBHEAT
W3 (Fig. 10). BIZIE, 77 AT AEkEE & 22tk
LHAGDE, KRB rF o222 & TRA
FOMECT AN ZAERGELI®ED Z L& -5
FRENWTEINTNWS . LML, TNHIIBITEHTT
AXDREEDHESLHRBIIEH AN Z X LIZDON
TSN L, Fl@Tikonsd. E¥
SEHICBNTIE, BEWORE, HEICOWT, HA
EINTIEARZA R N=RZ NEENEDHSNTBST,
IR ICH TR ED &R, W 5 HIENR N,
NS ORE NI EE LT T AR TE S
ZENHIRE I, SEBREIRDEND. 20X
75 AT 55 B RIS W5 BT O A 218
MR NS.

o

MHAEICH0, BMAKES [BMKEE - &
o PEERM AR NI FTHEE T 2E ], AR R R E SE A
W xEtr v — (B v —) [ /) R—=2a >
AN LRI FEHEE S 3] B K OV I R N B S ik
TR RL S B AR A IR B [ A AN B ST Bl ik D S 88 2 2 1
7.
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