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Abstract

In Okinawa, sugarcane production dropped to
0.65 million tons in 2011. Appropriate fertiliza-
tion at each farm, through support from Okinawa
Prefecture, JA Okinawa, and organization of
local cities, towns, and villages are one reason
why producers were able to maintain yields of
greater than (.80 million tons between 2008
and 2010. This study was carried out to exam-
ine the current status of sugarcane production
on Ishigaki Island, the potential and the factors
that would be required for continuous produc-
tions. The results of this study suggest the
following: 1) elderly grower income is only
agriculture. 2) the grower who has a successor
borrows farmland balancing with workforce (or

agriculture working population). 3) the growers
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who cannot find a successor have a problem
with continuity of the production. 4) the prob-
lem with growers who cannot find a successor
lies in grouping together their land with grow-
ers who do have a successor.

Sugarcane production on Ishigaki Island is
now overwhelmingly by elderly growers. The
absence of young growers means that more

farming operations will be lost in future.

Key words: Aging population, abandoned culti-
vated land, productivity, fertilization manage-

ment
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