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Kozue Akibayashi, Ed. is a professor in the Graduate School of Global Studies, Doshisha Univer-
sity. She obtained her doctoral degree from Teachers College Columbia University. Her research
interests are on feminist analysis of peace and security, militarism and demilitarization, and femi-
nist peace movements/learning. She has conducted action research on Okinawa Women Act
Against Military Violence and has been working in solidarity with them for over two decades. She
has been active in global feminist peace movements and organizations, including the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom, the oldest international women’s peace organization,
of which she served as the international president (2015-2018), and the International Women’s
Network Against Militarism, or Women Cross DMZ/Korea Peace Now! for peace on the Korean
Peninsula. Her recent publications are: “Cold War Shadows of Japan’s Imperial Legacies for
Women in East Asia” in Positions 28, no. 3 (2020): 659-675, and “Okinawa Women Act Against
Military Violence: An Island Feminism Reclaiming Dignity” in Okinawa Journal of Island Stud-
ies,no. 1 (2020): 37-54.

Omer Aydan

Omer Aydan is a professor emeritus of the University of the Ryukyus. He studied mining engineer-
ing at the Technical University of Istanbul (1979), rock mechanics and excavation engineering at
the University of Newcastle upon Tyne (1982), and received a PhD in geotechnical engineering
from Nagoya University (1989). He has played an active role on numerous committees for ISRM
(International Society for Rock Mechanics and rock engineering), JSCE (Japan Society of Civil
Engineering), JGS (Japan Geotechnical Society), and rock mechanics national group of Japan, and
he has organized several national and international symposia and conferences. He was made hon-
orary professor in earth science by Pamukkale University in 2008 and received the 2005 Technol-
ogy Award, the 2012 Frontier Award, and the 2015 Best Award from the Japan national group for
rock mechanics.

Juan Jose Castro

Juan Jose Castro, professor of architecture and building engineering at the University of the
Ryukyus, received his degree in civil engineering from the National University of San Juan,
Argentina, and his MS and PhD from the University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan. He is a member
and current chairman of the Okinawa branch of the Kyushu Chapter of the Architectural Institute
of Japan. His research activities are in the fields of urban disaster mitigation and structural analysis
of buildings against strong winds and earthquakes.

Crystal Amiel M. Estrada

Dr. Crystal Amiel M. Estrada is an associate professor in the Department of Environmental and
Occupational Health, College of Public Health, University of the Philippines Manila. Dr. Estrada
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graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Public Health and a Master of Public Health from the Col-
lege of Public Health, University of the Philippines Manila. She completed her Doctor of Philoso-
phy in Health Sciences and also received the University President’s Award at the University of the
Ryukyus in Okinawa, Japan. After obtaining her undergraduate degree, she served as a research
assistant in a five-year research program, ‘“Prevention and Control of Leptospirosis in the Philip-
pines (LEPCON),” a research collaboration of the Department of Medical Microbiology, College
of Public Health, University of the Philippines Manila, the Department of Science and Technology
Philippine Council for Health Research and Development (DOST PCHRD), and the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency (JICA). Dr. Estrada has attended local and international conferences,
seminars, and workshops on public health, global health, school health, and mental health. Her
research engagements and interests are in communicable diseases (leptospirosis and COVID-19),
school health, occupational health, and mental health. She has published several journal articles in
local and international peer-reviewed and indexed journals.

Ayano Ginoza

Ayano Ginoza is an associate professor with the Research Institute for Islands and Sustainability
at the University of the Ryukyus. Her research mainly focuses on the study of US and Japanese
militarism and colonialism, island feminisms, and transoceanic demilitarization movements in
Okinawa and the Pacific Islands. Her work has appeared, for instance, in American Quarterly,
Intersections, and International Journal of Okinawan Studies. She is the editor of the Okinawan
Journal of Island Studies since 2019.

Ernesto R. Gregorio Jr.

Prof. Ernesto R. Gregorio Jr. is presently an assistant professor at the University of the Philippines
Manila. He served as a department chair for two terms and was seconded as a project assistant
professor to the University of the Ryukyus in 2019. He graduated with a BS degree in Medical
Technology, a Diploma in Applied Parasitology and Entomology, and a Master of Public Health
degree. He is presently a PhD candidate at the Department of Global Health, University of the
Ryukyus, Japan. Prof. Gregorio contributes to the development of public health and education
leaders and professionals through engaged instruction, mentoring, and coaching of students at the
College of Public Health, UP Manila and at the University of the Ryukyus. Prof. Gregorio is
involved in research on gender and ethics review, communicable diseases (HIV/AIDS, the Zika
virus, HPV, dengue, and COVID-19), mental health, and disaster risk reduction and management.
He has published more than 30 journal articles in international peer-reviewed and indexed jour-
nals. He recently co-wrote a chapter for a book entitled Zika Virus Biology, Transmission, and
Pathology, a publication by Elsevier. Prof. Gregorio serves as a public health expert for the Com-
mission on Higher Education, Philippines.

So Hatano

So Hatano is a professor of cultural heritage management and architectural history in the Research
Institute for Islands and Sustainability (RIIS) at the University of the Ryukyus. He has been con-
ducting research projects on mines, immigrant villages, shrines, and Japanese-style houses devel-
oped in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period. His research is mainly based on architectural
historiography and methodology, but he has also used the results of his own research to determine
the historical and cultural value of objects and to develop measures for their conservation, manage-
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ment, and utilization as cultural heritage. He has been conducting empirical scientific research
through architectural historiography and then spreading the results to practical activities. His cur-
rent project is to examine spatial interactions between Japan and Taiwan under colonialism
through the perspective of cultural landscape study.

Daisuke Ikegami

Daisuke Ikegami is an associate professor of Western modern history in the Faculty of Global and
Regional Studies at the University of the Ryukyus. He is the author of The American Pacific Strat-
egy and International Trusteeship (original Japanese title: [ 7 A V) % O K FEENG & 230005 )
(Horitsubunnka Sha, 2014), and the co-editor of The Challenges of Island Regional Science
(original Japanese title: [ S5IHbIFL & v 9 Bk | ) (Border-ink, 2019). His research interests
include the history of US overseas possessions, especially Guam, contemporary history of the
Pacific Islands, and war memories studies.

Takashi Ito

Takashi Ito is a professor in the civil engineering program at the University of the Ryukyus. He
received a PhD in geotechnical engineering from Nagoya University in 1994. He worked at the
National Institute of Technology (Toyota College) as a research associate (1987-1991), then as an
assistant professor (1991-1994), as an associate professor (1994-2004), and finally as a professor
(2004-2018). He then become a professor at the University of the Ryukyus (2018). He is a member
of ISRM (International Society for Rock Mechanics and rock engineering), JSCE (Japan Society
of Civil Engineering), JGS (Japan Geotechnical Society), and JSMS (The Society of Material Sci-
ence, Japan), and he received an achievement award from JGS in 2018.

Ikue Kina

Ikue Kina is a professor of American literature in the Faculty of Global and Regional Studies at the
University of the Ryukyus. She is the editor of volumes 1-3 of Gender Studies in Okinawa (origi-
nal Japanese title: [I#i3 = ~ % —%] ) (Otsuki Shoten, 2014—16), and the translator of Tami
Sakiyama’s short story “Passing into Twilight Alley” (original Japanese title: [ 737 7 17 XJ#f
17] ), and had an essay published in My Postwar Life: New Writings from Japan and Okinawa,
edited by Elizabeth McKenzie (Chicago Quarterly Review Books, 2012). Her research interests
include gender and ethnicity in American literature, multiethnic US communities, ecofeminism,
ecocriticism, and indigenous women writers.

Jun Kobayashi

Prof. Kobayashi has more than 20 years of experience in global health and is the author of more
than 120 publications in international scientific journals. He has made contributions in strengthen-
ing the capacity of infectious disease control and school health in low- and middle-income coun-
tries under the Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA) program from the viewpoint of
both a practitioner and a researcher. He received the Third Merit of Labor award from the Lao
government in 1999 for making contributions in malaria control. From 2000, he joined the core
membership of the Hashimoto Initiative, focusing on the importance of deworming and other
infectious disease programs in schools. He made numerous contributions in human resource devel-
opment for policy management in Asian and African countries. He has been a chair of the Japan
Consortium for Global School Health Research (JC-GSHR), a think tank and focal point in Japan
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for the global promotion of school health since its inception in 2008. He is currently dean of the
Graduate School of Health Sciences, University of the Ryukyus, which is the second oldest school
of health sciences in Japan. He has incorporated his public health experience in Okinawa and low-
and middle-income countries into our human resource development programs.

Hui-ju Lin

Hui-ju Lin, who graduated from the Tainan National University of the Arts, currently works as a
research assistant at the Gold Museum New Taipei City Government in Taiwan and has been
engaged in environmental planning, community development, and other related work, and in the
museum is mainly responsible for preservation and reuse of cultural heritage and curatorial and
research work.

Keisuke Mori

Keisuke Mori is currently a lecturer in the Department of Economics at Senshu University. His
work focuses on historical relations between governmental practices (governmentality) and social
movements in Japan and Germany in the field of sociology. He is particularly interested in milita-
rism, environmentalism, and colonial governmentality, and he has published several papers, such
as “Domestic Environmental Policy and Status of Forces Agreement: US Military Presence and
New Water Pollution Risk in Germany,” in Exploring Base Politics: How Host Countries Shape
the Network of US Overseas Bases, edited by Shinji Kawana and Minori Takahashi (Abington and
New York: Routledge, 2020) and “Connections Result in a General Upsurge of Protests: Egocen-
tric Network Analysis of Social Movement Organizations after the Fukushima Nuclear Accident,”
with Keiichi Satoh and Kimberly Wang Yang in Social Movement Studies (2020). His current
project is to examine the politico-administrative process of the decontamination process of per-
fluorocarbons leaked from the military bases located in Okinawa.

Asami Nago

Asami Nago is a lecturer in the Global Education Institute at the University of the Ryukyus. She
holds a doctorate in anthropology from the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. She has conducted
research in Thailand, Myanmar, the Philippines, and Okinawa.

Sejong Oh

Sejong Oh is a professor in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of the
Ryukyus. His specialty is the study of Korean literature in Japan. He is the author of Poetics of
Rhythm and Lyricism: Kim Si Jong and the Denial of Lyricism of Tanka (Seikatsu Shoin, 2010) and
Between Okinawa and Korea: History and Narrative on the “Visibility/in-Visibility” of Koreans
(Akashi Shoten, 2019).

Syota Tanno

Syota Tanno, PhD, is an associate professor at the University of the Ryukyus. His research inter-
ests are on displaced aggression, teaching, and learning in educational psychology. He studied
displaced aggression and triggered displaced aggression as a research fellow at the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science (DC1) and published the book The Effects of Interpersonal Relation-
ships on Triggered Displaced Aggression (Kazama Shobo, 2012). He gradually shifted to studying
teaching and learning and is currently studying homework assignments in elementary school.
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Naohiko Tokashiki

Naohiko Tokashiki was an associate professor at the University of the Ryukyus until 2013 and is
currently the director of the Okinawa Rock Engineering Research Institute. He worked at the US
Army Okinawa district engineer corps in structural design (1970-1972), was a research associate
at Nagoya University (1977-1979), and then joined the University of the Ryukyus. He received his
PhD in science and engineering from Waseda University in 2011. His research theme is engineer-
ing issues related to the geology of Okinawa.

Atsushi Toriyama

Atsushi Toriyama is a professor in the Research Institute for Islands and Sustainability at the Uni-
versity of the Ryukyus. He has published in the area of modern Okinawa, including Okinawa: The
Origins of Military Base Society and its Conflict with the US, 1945-56 (original Japanese title: [
HE FEHAE S ORZIH & A TE1945 - 1956] ) (Keiso Shobo, 2013). His work focuses on the relation-
ship between military bases and area residents in Okinawa.

Kaishi Yamagiwa

Kaishi Yamagiwa is a lecturer in the Research Institute for Islands and Sustainability at the Uni-
versity of the Ryukyus. His research interest includes prehistoric archaeology and early human
cultural adaptation for island regions. His recent work is excavation surveys and analysis of mate-
rial culture in the Ryukyu Islands, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Micronesia. In recent years, he has
also published various research results using chemical analysis (using X-Ray), and he is involved
in human history research projects in collaboration with linguists, anthropologists, and population
geneticists.

Kinuko Maehara Yamazato

Kinuko Maehara Yamazato is an associate professor of American Studies at the University of the
Ryukyus. Her work, which includes conducting life story interviews with people in Okinawa and
Okinawan diasporic communities, looks at their life experiences to explore the impacts of the
Pacific War and the US military’s occupation and continued presence on their identity construc-
tion. Her works explore how these life stories reveal their views of their own lives and of their
relationship with Okinawa, Japan, and the United States. She has published several book chapters:
“Encountering National and Gendered Selves: Identity Formation of Okinawan Students in the
United States during the US Occupation of Okinawa,” in Gender, Power, and Military Occupa-
tions: Asia Pacific and the Middle East since 1945 (Routledge, 2012); and a chapter on Okinawan
diasporic identities based on life stories from Okinawan “Kibei Nisei” in Hawai‘i in Uchinaanchu
Diaspora: Memories, Continuities, and Constructions (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2008).
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