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Established Ritual Principles of Taibyo and Shinbyo, Mausoleums, after King Sho
Tai of Ryukyu, and the Inherited Rite of the Attainment of Manhood
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Established Ritual Principles of Taibyo and Shinbyo, Mausoleums, after King Sho
Tai of Ryukyu, and the Inherited Rite of the Attainment of Manhood

Yoshiyuki MAEMURA

Summary

Sho Tai, the Last King of Ryukyu, ascended the throne in 1848. At the time, the Syuri
government’s high-ranking officials took the responsibility of raising their infant ruler.
Simultaneously, these officials had to safely cope with unprecedented diplomatic problems. The
French and British missionaries and the crew members of Commodore Perry’s fleet forcibly landed
on and stayed in Naha, and they requested the Shuri government to supply commodities and
allow them to freely act on Okinawa Island. Moreover, in the Robert Bowne Incident, British and
American ships landed armed crew members to capture the Chinese labor left on Ishigaki Island. The
Syuri government conducted the difficult duty of convoying the survivors to Fujian. In addition to
these stressful diplomatic problems, the Syuri government had to solve another problem regarding a
ritual system.

To elucidate the final stage of determining the ancestor worship order in the second Sho Dynasty’s
mausoleums, this paper investigates all parts of an inquiry paper and its signers in the document
“Sho-ke-monjo, No. 447.” This document contains abstracts of commentaries on the Confucian
Classics, Chinese historical cases, and discourses between a Mandarin and Ryukyuans called
Byoseikyukyo, which had already been examined in another paper. These discourses were used as
reference by the Shuri government; they were adjusted to the complicated circumstances to establish
the ritual principles of Taibyo and Shinbyo. Four groups participated in the inquiry in 1857 and
1858. The first group was Kaminoza composed of sesei (a regent) and sansikan (three government
officials of the highest rank). The second group was Simonoza, representing fifteen chief directors
as Omote. The third group consisted of civil servants belonging to Kumemura. The fourth group
consisted of five secretaries to conduct the memorandum. These secretaries referred to an epigram
called “gyakushi (nisi in Chinese)” in Spring and Autumn Annals and asserted that the rite should
only cover the great-great-grandfather, the great grandfather, the grandfather, and the father of
the current king and their wives, or kings and their wives in the same generations although they
were not direct descendants of the first king, in addition to Sho En, the first king. Touyama, the
head of interpreters, who came from Kumemura, asked a Mandarin in Beijing for advice about the
rite and mausoleum twice. Yoseyama, who studied in an imperial academy in Beijing as a member
of the four Kansho (students studying abroad at the government’s expense), was familiar with the
ancestor worship order. However, he could not express the most important principle of Taibyo and
Shinbyo, because he came from Syuri and could incur the royal family’s displeasure, especially that
of Kikoeogimi, the wife of the late King Sho On. A document, brought to Ryukyu from Beijing by
Touyama, supported Yoseyama’s real intention.

It was decided in the inquiry that Sho Kou and Sho On, who were Sho Tai’s grandfather and
elder brother, respectively, and Sho Tku and Sho Sei, who were Sho Tai’s father and elder cousin,
respectively, should be transferred to another altar simultaneously as the same generation
(after considering both the order of succession to the throne and of ranking based on the lineal
generations). It is important to understand that this decision was made due to rational necessity to
perpetuate the dynasty instead of Confucian logic and Chinese norms.
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