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Child development and childcare through animal husbandry experiences at
kindergarten
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Abstract
What is the significance of keeping animals in kindergarten? In this study, regarding this
question, in Study 1, we conducted individual interviews with kindergarten teachers of four public
kindergartens in northern Okinawa and three kindergartens in central and southern Okinawa;
in Study 2, we conducted a questionnaire survey with 83 university students; and in Study 3, we
conducted an individual interview with one elementary school teacher. The results showed that (a)
Kindergarten teachers utilized animal husbandry experiences not only in formal settings but also
in the daily form of childcare. (b) Interaction with animals not only increased children's interest in
living things and nature but also served to promote emotional interactions among children. Raising
animals in kindergarten is not something that must be implemented, due to safety concerns and
consideration for the surrounding environment and ecosystem. However, it is an effective means of
providing childcare. In addition, the topic of animals always appears in science, living environment
studies, and ethics in elementary school. Therefore, it may be important for young children to have

some experience with animals in their early childhood.
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