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Abstract:

Uehara Research Park, a 3-hector forest, located at Uehara Campus, the University of the Ryukyus is used for the purposes of education,
research, and nature conservation. It is the only one forest of such an area in the highly urbanized central and southern Okinawa. However, its
sustainable management is threatened by lack of staff, shortage of funding, as well as land use competition. Despites of its significance of the
only spacious natural forest surrounded by settlement and its irreplaceable role in the university education of being adjacent to the main campus,
Senbaru Campus. Uehara Research Park was established for providing the tree seedlings for the campus greening over 40 years ago. This paper
aims to clarify the historical transition of vegetation composition and land use in the Uehara Research Park and its surrounding areas by
referring to the literature and interviewing Mr. Masahiro Asato, a former technical staff of the Faculty of Agriculture. The interview survey
confirmed that the Uehara Campus of the University of the Ryukyus is a place with historical significance, as it was a somayama of timber
mountain commonly managed and used by local community during the Ryukyu Kingdom Period. However, the tree species, land use, and
topography have changed during the past 40 years. The current Uehara campus area was used for sugarcane fields and covered with pine
forests. The historical changes of the land use of the hillslopes by neighboring communities before and after World War Il was confirmed by
comparing the aerial photographs taken at the different years and field surveys. The relocation of the University of the Ryukyus has directly
led to the rapid urbanization of the surrounding areas, destroying the vast natural environment, hence, we must not forget that the history and
culture of the campuses of the University of the Ryukyus, the lives of neighboring people, and the previous vegetation and land used for

sugarcane as for the purpose of environmental education.
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Fig. 3. A 12-m-height Waterfall in
Uehara Research Park

Fig. 2. A Brook runs ong th; soﬁem
border of Uehara Research Park.
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Fig. 10. Satellite image (January 1
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Fig. 12. Pump operation room existing before the campus relocation.
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