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Factors Affecting Children’s Language Shift and Family Language 
Policy Related to Language Shift: A Narrative Analysis of Syrian 
Mothers Living in Japan U

Baraa Enezan

Graduate School of Humanities, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Japanese Language Education 

     Based on maintaining the heritage language at home, semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with Syrian mothers living in Japan about their past experience of factors that 

influenced their children's language shift and the family language policy (FLP) related to 

language shift. This study’s unique factors are “Limits of Mother's Second Language Ability” 

, “whether returning home is considered” ,and “changes in children's attitudes”. Additionally, 

the “presence or absence of awareness towards Heritage language maintenance” was the 

most critical FLP component determining the presence or absence of the influence of the 

other factors. Furthermore, the “presence or absence of awareness towards Heritage language 

maintenance” was divided into “absence of awareness”, “existence of awareness but lacking 

the knowledge of how to act”, and “existence of awareness and knowledge of how to act”. 

Accordingly, strategies implemented by the mothers differed as to whether to allow the 

language shift. Consequently, these strategies determined the presence or absence of language 

FLP based on Curdt-Christiansen & Huang (2020). 
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