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Migrants' Transnational Life Story and Immigrant Support Activities:

A Case Study of a Brazilian Woman with Okinawan Roots

FUJINAMI Kai

Kanto Gakuin University

(Sociology)

This paper explores the relationship between the social life and activities of Brazilians
in Japan and their life histories through a case study of immigrant support developed by a
Brazilian woman with Okinawan roots. Specifically, this paper shows that her activities,
which seek to create a place for immigrants that is also open to Japanese, are related not only
to her experience as an immigrant parent in Japan, but also to her experience as an immigrant
child in Brazil.

Chapter II examines the history of her life in Brazil and reveals that while the Okinawa
Kaikan became an irreplaceable place for her as a child of Okinawan migrants who had
conflicts with her parents, she continued to feel uncomfortable with her parents' policy of
avoiding interaction with people of non-Okinawan descent because of their experiences
during the Battle of Okinawa. In Chapter III, the author discusses her life story in Japan,
explaining how the educational credentials she acquired thanks to her father enabled her
to learn the Japanese language, become more aware of the difficulties faced by Brazilians
living in Japan, and establish a support group for immigrants. Chapter IV discusses her views
on educational support for immigrants and shows that her own experiences as a parent and
child of immigrants underlie her emphasis on supporting immigrant parents and her vision of
creating a place for immigrants that is also open to Japanese.

Previous studies of Brazilians of Japanese descent in Japan have viewed them as alien
"foreigners" in order to portray the social difficulties they face. However, the case of the
Brazilian women discussed in this paper shows that their social life in Japan has been
conducted not only in relation to their experiences as "foreigners" in Japan, but also in
relation to their experiences as "Nikkei" or "Okinawans" in Brazil. The former has been
studied mainly by sociologists in the field of migration studies, while the latter has been
studied mainly by historians and geographers in the field of migration history. However, in
order to understand the social life of Nikkei Brazilians, it is essential to link the two and

examine them as the transnational life of a unique individual.

Key words : peer support, transnational life story, foreigners in Japan, Okinawan migrants,

gender
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