FEBRRZZZFM Y R MY
IR IRER DB & A BORE E B Ak

S&8: Japanese

HARE: BRIk KEHEZER
~EH: 2023-10-20
*F—7— K (Ja):

*—7— K (En):

fERE: BIAT, 3
A—=ILT7 KL R:

=R

https://doi.org/10.24564/0002020041




FHRBEKCEEVEXREM-HSOEMEE

]

HI

& #

i

*

A Family History of Aragusuku and the Deliberation on Itarashiki Pei-tin’s Succession:
The Collateral Relatives of the Second Sho Royal Line
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A Family History of Aragusuku and the Deliberation on Itarashiki Pei-tin’s
Succession: The Collateral Relatives of the Second Sho Royal Line

Yoshiyuki MAEMURA

Summary

Although a man of royalty, nobility, or bureaucratic status in Ryukyu had a Chinese-style family
name, generally speaking, his official name was a combination of the place name of jito-sho (the lord
of a manor) and the court rank. The same kanji character was used for generations when giving
names to boys. Therefore, it is clear that they branched off from the same paternal root. However,
in the Second Sho Royal Line, the pronunciations and character style of kanji character used for
collateral families’ surnames were the same as and similar to those used for royal family members,
respectively. However, the kanji character used for the collateral families’ surname differed from
those used for the royal family members. As generations went down, collateral families branched off
further and the ranks of the official positions to be assumed were lowered. Consequently, marked
differences emerged, even among families belonging to the royal collateral lineage.

To understand the conditions of the collateral relatives of the Second Sho Royal Line, this study
examined ancient documents on the genealogy and family history of Aragusuku owned by the Naha
City Museum of History. The progenitor of Aragusuku was a grandchild of the 11" King Sho-tei
(reign: 1669-1709). According to the genealogy of Aragusuku, although its offices and ranks were
not high, officially certified documents, such as memoranda and invoices, are in the limelight. This
is because these documents suggest that there was an intention to reflect Aragusuku’s background
in future editions of genealogy. Birth certificates and memoranda of oral statements were submitted
to and certified by the Shuri Royal Government to obtain legal security regarding births and
inheritances. This study also examined the treatment of the successor of Itarashiki Pei-tin in
“Atome-Sengi” document No. 434 in Sho-ke-monjo (the Sho Family Collection) and revealed that
the hereditary succession of jito-shiki was not easy, even in the royal collateral lineage. Jito-shiki
was a feudal position originating in medieval Japan that brought a certain income and status to its
holders, even in early modern Ryukyu. The Shuri Royal Government reviewed the retention of jito-
shiki at the time of generational change, and no particular family was allowed to permanently retain
it. Although they were able to take a slightly advantageous position depending on their fathers’
achievements, they essentially had to start over from a low position. In the Sho Family Collection,
the activities of the collateral relatives of the Second Sho Royal Line are briefly described, such
as striving for self-discipline, actively accepting even temporary roles, seeking the next position,
achieving results, and appealing to the Shuri Royal Government. These activities are difficult to
understand from the description of genealogy.

— 90 —
— 2056 —



