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Abstract

On the Development of the Reflexes of Proto-Ryukyuan
*k in Yonaguni Ryukyuan

Moriyo Shimabukuro

It has been pointed out that Proto-Ryukyuan (PR) *k developed to the consonants £,
k’, ¢/, t’, and g in Yonaguni Ryukyuan. However, it is unknown what triggered the
changes and what processes were involved in the development of these consonants.

By examining the environments in which &, k’, ¢/, t’, and g appear and postulating
the changes PR *k underwent, this paper argues that Yonaguni underwent Glottaliza-
tion, Fronting, Voicing, and Dropping of the morpheme-initial CV. Voicing (-k- > -g-)
occurred first, and then Glottalization (-k- > -k’-) and Fronting (#k- > #tJ- and -k- > -t’-)
followed. Dropping of the morpheme-initial CV occurred either before or after of Front-
ing—no difference was found in these analyses.

This current paper also points out that the development of the consonants (i.e., &, £,
¢/, t’, and g) occurred before the raising of the vowels *e and *o to *i and *u.
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