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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89--497, approved 
July 8, 1966 (80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)-

" ... the Treaties and Other Int.ernational Acts 
Series i881led UDder the authoricy ot the SecretarJ of 
State shall be compet.ent evidence . . • ot the treaties, 
international agreements other than treaties, and proc­
lamations by the President of such treaties and inter­
national agreements other than treaties, as the case 
may be, therein contained, in all the courts ot law 
and equity and of maritime jurisdiction, and in all the 
tribunals and public offices of the United Stat.es, and 
of the several Stat.es, without any further proof . or 
authentication thereof." 

For sale by the SuperintenJent of Documents, U.S. Govemment Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 • Price 15 cents 
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JAPAN 

Nanpo Shoto and Other ~slands: Relinquishment to Japan 
of Rights Under ·Article Ill of Treaty of Peace 

Agreement •igneil a, Tokyo April 5, 1968; 
Entered into Jorce June 26, 1968. 
With Japaneae note. 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND JAPAN CONCERNING NANPO SHOTO 

AND OTHER ISLANDS 

WHEREAS the President of the United States 
of America and the Prime Minister of Japan 
reviewed togethP.r on November 14 and 15 1967 

' the status of Nanpo Shoto and other islands 
' and agrPed that the Governments of the United 

States of America and Japan should enter 
immediately into consultations regarding the 
specific arrangements for accomplishing the 
early restoration of these islands to Japan 
without detriment to the security of the area: 
and · 

WHEREAS the United States of America 
desires, with respect to Naipo Shoto and 
other islands, to relinquish in favor of Japan 
all rights and interests under Artiile 3 of 
the Treaty of Peace with Japan signed at the 
city of San Francisco on September 8, 1951:[1 ] 

and 

WHEREAS Japan is willing to assume full 
responsibility and . authority for the exercise 
of all powers of administration, legislation 
and jurisdiction over the territory and in­
habitants of Nanpo Shoto and other islands; 

THEREFORE, the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of Japan 
have determined to conclude this Agreement, 
and have accordingly appointed their respec­
tive representatives for this purpose, who 
have agreed as follows: 

1 TIAS 2490; 3 UST 3172. 

TIAS 649!'i 

( 

( 

3 

Article I 

1. With respect to Nanpo Shoto and other 
islands, as defined in paragraph 2 below, the 
United States of America relinqu•ishes in 
favor of Japan all rights and interests under 
Article 3 of the Treaty of Peace with Japan 
signed at the city of San Francisco on Septem­
ber 8, 1951, effective as of the date of entry 
into force of this Agreement. Japan, as of 
such date, assumes full responsibility and 
authority for the exercise of all and any 
powers of administration, legislation and 
jurisdiction over the territory and inhabit­
ants of the said islands. 

2. For the purpose of this Agreement, the 
term "Nanpo Shoto and other islands" means 
Nanpo Shoto south of Sofu Gan (including the 
Bonin Islands, Rosario Island and the Volcano 
Islands) and Parece Vela and Marcus Island, 
including their territorial waters. 

Article II 

It is confirmed that treaties, c~nventions 
and other agreements concluded between the 
United States of America and Japan, including, 
but without limitation, the Treaty of Mutual 
Cooperation and Security between the United 
States of America and Japan signed at Washing­
ton on January 19, 1960[1] and the agreements 
related thereto and the Treaty of Friendship, 
Commerce and Navigation between the United 

1 TIAS 4509 ; 11 UST 1632. 

TIAS 6495 
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States of America ~nd Japan signed at Tokyo 
o n A pr i 1 2 , 195 3, [1] ; become a pp li cab 1 e t o 
Nanpo Shoto and ofber is land·s as of t.he date 
of entry into force of this Agreement. 

Article III 

1. The communications sites (LORAN 
stations) in Iwo Jima and Marcus Island 
presently utilized by the United States armed 

' forces will be used by them in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in the Agree­
ment under Article VI of the Treaty of Mutual 
Cooperation and Security between the United · 
States of America and Japan, Regarding Facili­
ties and Areas and the Status of United States 
Armed Forces in Japan, signed at Washington 
on January 19, 1960. [2] However, in the event 
that, due to unavoidable delays, it is not 
possible to comply with the above procedures · 
by the date of entry into force of this Agree­
ment, Japan grants to the United States of 
America the continued use of those particular 
sites, pending the completion of the said 
procedures. 

2. The installations an~ sites in Nanpo 
Shoto and other islands which are presently 
u t i 1 i z e d b y t h e U n i t e,d S t a t es a r me d f or c es , 
except for those mentioned in paragraph 1 
above, will be transferred to Japan upon 
entry into force of this Agreement. However, 
in the_ event that, due to unavoidable delays, 
it is not possible to complete the said 
transfer by the date of entry into force of 
this Agreement, Japan grants to the United 

1 TI.AS 2863; 4 UST 2063. 
• TI.AS 4510; 11 UST 1652. 
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States of America the continued use of those 
installations and sites, pending the comple­
tion of the said transfer. 

3. The use of the installations an~ sites 
which may be made by ~he United States armed 
forces under paragraphs 1 and 2 above until 
such time as the necessary procedures or the 
transfers are completed shall be governed by 
the arrangements made pursuant to the Treaty 
of Mutual Cooperation and Security between 
the United States of America and Japan, 
signed at Washington on January 19, 1960. 

Article IV 

The weather station in Marcus Island now 
being operated by the United States Weather 
Bureau will be transferred to the Government 
of Japan upon entry into force of this Agree­
ment. In the event of unavoidable delays in 
the'said transfer, it is agreed that the 
present .operation of the weather station will 
be continued until the completion of the 
transfer. 

Article V 

1. Japan waives all claims of Japan and its 
nationals against the United States of America 
and its nationals and against the local 
authorities of Nanpo Shoto and other islands, 
arising from the presence, operations or 
actions of forces or authorities of the United 
States of America in these islands,or from the 
presence, operations or acti~ns of forces or 



TOKYO SHIMBUN (Full) July 2, 1973 

Area Where Defunct Japanese Army Men Were Annihilated Completely during World 
War II; Iwo jima Island to Be Turned Again into Base ; Anti-Submarine Plan~s 
to Be Deployed in Emergency; Full Play to Be Given to Strategic Value j 
JDA_Solidifies_Po.!.!.£.y 

Since the JDA, during deliberations on the two defense-connected law 
revision bills at the current Diet session, has clarified its •"unified 
view" as to the scope of actions by the MSDF, the strengthening of 
maritime defense pm-,er in 1:esponse to this has become a tas.k for the present. 
According to a clarification made by a JDA source on July 1, the JDA is 
said to have solidified its policy for using Iwojima Island as a base for 
anti-submarine patrol planes, in an emergency. Thus, the strategic value 
of the same Island, an area whare a fierce battle was carried out during 
World War II, has co•e again into the limelight. 

Run~ay, Etc. , to Be . Reinfo~c~d 

The .JDA is ma.king preparations in the direction of reinforcing the 
runway on Iwojima. Island during the current riscal year and of securing 
permission as to tal~e-o:cf or landing at night • . It is also planning to 
reconstruct the ba~racl~s there in the next fiscal year. It seems that the 
aim of these moves is to make strategic arrangenents for the purpose of 
deploying anti-submarin~ planes on Iwojima Island in an emergency and of 
using the same Island as a "keystone" for the defense of the "Southeast 
Route Zone." 

·, The Jc·ope ~£'actions.by the MSDF .had .been •·• peftd1,ng question: since 
April, 1952, when·• it ·;;as 'established. · However, ·at the Loiter Ifouse Cabinet 
Committee meeting on June 19, JDA Defense Bureau Director General KUBO 
clarified the following policy: "The limit of the surrounding sea areas 
will be a·everal hundred nautical ales or so, and that oi the Route Zone 
will be aboiit 1,000 nautical miles." Thus, general prospects were 
obtained. The KUBO statement was made as a reply, when JSP member. 
Yanosuke NARAZAKI disclosed the secret documents of the JDA, and conducted 
pursuit, saying, "At the US-Japan administrative-level security consultations, 
held at the end of May, (the Japanese side) explained that the limit of 
surrounding sea areas is several hundred to about 1,000 nautical miles." 

Moreo~.--~1 at the same CODIDittee \aeeting o~ June . 21, For~~ Ministry 
American A£_ Lrs Bureau Director General Ol(AWARA stated that he has 
notified the US side, in wri.~ten· -form, to· the effe·~t 'that· the 'treplies, 
given at the Diet, are the Japanese Government's policy." Consequently, 
in regard to the scope of MSDF actions, the view that "the limit of 
surrounding sea areas is several hundred nautical miles or so, and that 
of the Route Zone is about.l,000 nautical miles," has been established 
as a virtually unified view, both at home and abroad. 

In this connection, an :t,t;DF Offf.~e of Staff source says, "If we are 
to be charged with the mission of defending that scope of area through 
use of the · same -poti1er- as · the··MBDI' fl' .real power· (about 170 sliips·~' or about 
214,000 tons of ships, and about.~0 pla~es) which will be seen as of 
1976, when the Fourth Defense Plan is expected to be completed, then our 
'defense networks' will inevitably become thinner. In a case of emergency .. 
there may be no other uay but to try to cope t1ith the . . situation quickly 
and on the basis of the priority-first principle ...... 

The MSDF h scheduled to regard Iwojima I~i•nd ~s one of the "footholds" 
for displaying . its ~obility in an.eme.rgeQcy. The ·same Island lies at .a 
point about 700 kilometers from Tokyo, and it is ,1lso situat~d at about the 
middle of ~· ''Southeast Rouce Zone" elr:tending from the direction of 
Australia to Japan. It had also been regarded as a strategic base, from the 
time of World War II. 
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It wa-s in•-· June, 1968, that Iwojima Island was returned by the .US to 
Japan. , . .At present, there are ~g.,QJlt .. .!iP mAft belonging to the ._Iwojima Island 
Co~tingent, attached to the MSDF 4th Air Group (which is stationed at J~:himo7 
fusa• ·Atr. Base in Chiba Prefecture and which will be transferred to Atsugi 
Air Base in Kanagawa Prefecture by next Marc.h), ~o!l_J_wC?J.f:1'.08 ~Is;and, Those 
,men are exercising management over the runway there, but there are 110 planes 

. -$ta·,tioned there. · ;, ·~_. ..... ,...,... __ . , 

·, l'he r~~a:y is about ~L.?J>..Q_me.~~!:~ Jpng. It is p~ssible for both 
P2V7 and P2J anti-submarine patrol planes· of the MSDF to use the runway · 

,ior-::t'aking ... olt" or ·taridiii.g'. --··tlTgTitit·'from· sii1~;1~;;,:·;Gr·Ba~se-anct ·ot:lier' bases 
-. to Iwojima Island for training purposes are made a·$ _occasi_on demands. · Even 
if a decision is reached to ·us~ P3C•c l.eas planes of A1119rica' s Lockheed, 
for example, as PXL planes (next-term anti-submarine patrol planes) which 
are scheduled to be put to practical use from around 19r9, as planes 
following .. the P2J plane·s t11hich are becoming worn-out, it is said that . it will 
be .OK to- take off from or land on Iwojima Island. 

.' As for its plan, the JDA intends to stati?n anti-submar!~!.J?!t~.91 
planes and 87.!ti-submarine patrol h~!~~i;,p~r.'i:<ro ... %t-i1;d"ftpaf'sland . ~~ ~ permanent 
basis~,•in an 1ergency, and to give ;u_tJ _play to the_strat~gic :i.lue_~f.-the 
same Lslarid~- ~f this is so, · it ·wiil mean that Japanese merchanc;: ships, 
which come back, wf.~ cargoee of re.sources on board, from the. direction of 
Australia·, will be protected by the anti-submarine patrol planes after 
entering into the scope of defense by the MSDF, to the nort~,of the Mar-iana 
ls lands·. 

It 'is said that from around the time of the First Pefense Flan 
(fiscal 1958 to 1960), there had been the plan of using Iwojima ·Island as a 
base, latently within the JDA. This plan seems to have _ris@ to the 
surface, touched off by the defense problem debates .at the current D-Ji_et 
session. However, the said...J.DA source says. "In peace-time. we have.no. 
inte~~!9~ t,o .. .atation ant-i .. aubJ,nadne patrol pl~L OD tbe S.™-1.f!:.l~t:J..cf · 
on a _penianent basis." In peace-time, the use of the Island as a base for 
training, as at present, will probably be continued. 

NMi 

TO~ Eve. , June 19, ., 

Mil~ion W'~t-th of Awakening Drugs Confiscated 

The Yoko"bama Customs House arrested on t night of 18th, in co­
operation with the ,Welfare Ministry Kanto inetsu Area Narcotics Control 
Official Yokohama Br'anqh Office, Chief eward tIN Chang-chieu (39 years 
old) of -the ROI< regulap ~ighter · " (71:e ·tolml,. ~wh1~was an~- ------ · . 
chored at Honmoku Pier No. ·2-.,µi Y ohama Port, on a charge of violating 
the Awakening Drugs Control La~-.. and confiscated 1.2 kilograms of awaken-
ing drugs ( worth ¥240 milli,x · · ....... . ,,.: ...... __ ,. 

Lill c~ealed. the awak~ning drugs, dlviding th~. into two light-brown 
paper parcels, at the baik of a crane:..car, which was parked in the neigh­
borhood of the top roor of· Breakwater:·No. 3 at the said Pier, · at aroun<l 
8:.35: p:.in. on the same day. When he came to inquire about the awakening 
drugs, he was arrested. 

. : .: ,-~ .. : • •• •. .! ,., 

so 
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Since the JDA, during ·deliberations on the two defense-connected law 
revision billsat the current Diet session, has clarified its -11unified 
view" as to the scope of actions by the MSDF, the strengthening of 
mariti1De defense power in response to this has become a tas.k for the present. 
According to a claiification made by a JDA source on July 1, the JOA is 
said to have solidified its policy for using Iwojima Island as a base for 
anti-submarine patrol planes, in an emergency. Thus, the strategic value 
of the same Island, an area where a fierce battle was carried out during 
Worl.d War II,. has cor,,e again into the limelight. · 

llµnway a §tc i a to . Be· Reinforced . I 
The JDA is making preparations in the direction of reinforcing the 

runway on Iwojima Island during the current fiscal year and of securing 
pet'mission as to take-off or landing at night • . It is also planning to 
reconstruct the barrac!;s there in the next fiscal year. It seems that the 
aim of these moves is to make strategic arran3enents for the purpose of 
deploying anti-submarine planes on Iwojima Island in an emergency and of 
using the same Island as a "keystone" for the defense of the "Southeast 
Route Zone." 

- •. I ' '. • ;: • ~ 

.The scoRe 0£:_:ac;JJ>ns .. . by the MSDF .had been a pendtng question since 
April, 1952. when it was established.· However, at the Lower House Cabinet 
Committee ~eting on June 19, JOA Defense Bureau Director General KUBO 
ctarified the following policy: "The limit of the surrounding sea areas 
wilt' be aevera,1 hun~i-od nautical Idles or so, and that oi the Route Zone 
will be about 1.000 nautical miles." Thus. general prospects were 
obtained. The KUBO statement was made as a reply, when JSP member . 
Yanosuke NARAZAKI disclosed the secret documents of the JOA, and conducted 
pursuit, saying, "At the US-Japan administrative-level security consultations, 
held at the end of May, (the Japanese side) explained that the limit of 
surrounding sea areas is several hundred to about 1,000 nautical miles." 

Moreo~• ~ at the same Committee meeting on June 21, For~ ~ Ministry 
American Af......as Bureau Direct.or General OKAW.ARA stated that he has 
notified the US side, in written· form, to·the effec;t that · the 11Teplies, 
given at the Diet, are the Japanese Government's policy." Consequently, 
in regard to the scope of MSDF actions, the view that "the limit of · 
sut'rounding sea areas is several hundred nautical miles or so, and that 
of the Route Zone is about .l,000 nautical miles," has been established 
as a virtually uni_fied v~ew, both at home and abroad. 

' . . . . - . : ~, . . 

In this connection, an MSDF Offt.'ce of Staff source says, "If we are 
to be charged with the mission of defending that scope of area through 
use of the·same,poweI'.''·as·the··MSDJ', real power (about 170 ships·,· or about 
214,000 tons , of ships, and- about .;roo planes) which will be seen as of 
1976, when the Fourth Defense Plan is expected to be completed, then our 
'defense networks' will inevitably become thinner. In a case of emergency~ 
there may be no other way but to try to cope pith the. situation quickly 
and on th, basts of the priority-first principle~ 0 •. 

The MSDF is scheduled to regard Iwojima I~i~nd ijlS one of the "footholds" 
for displaying its riiobility in- 8D--emergen,cy. The ·same Island lies at . a 
point about 700 kilometet'.s from Tokyo, and it is also situated at about the 
middle of t,)le' "Southeast Bouce Zone" extending from the direction of 
Australia to Japan. It had also been regarded as a strategic base, from the 
time of World War II. 

- 25 -
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authorities of the United States of America 
having had any effect upon t)ese islands, 
prior to the date of entry into force of this 
Agreement. The foregoing waiver does not, 
however, include claims of Japanese nationals 
specifically recognized in the laws of the 
United States of America or the local laws 
of these islands applicable during the period 
of United States administration of these 
islands. 

2. Japan recognizes the validity of all 
acts and omissions done during the period of 
United States administration of Nanpo Shoto 
and other islands under or in consequence of 
directives of the United States or local 
authorities, or authqrized by existing law 
during that period, and wil~ take no action 
subjecting United States nationals or the 
residents of these islands to civil or 
criminal liability arising out of such acts 
or omissions. 

3. It is confirmed that during the period 
of United States admin~stration of Nanpo 
Shoto and other islands, the United States 
or local authorities have not taken any 
official action to transfer title to the 
property rights and ownership interests in 
these islands belonging to Japan and its 
nationals who during that period have been 
unable to enjoy the use, benefit or exercise 
of such property rights or interests due to 
measures taken by the United States of 
America. 

7 

Article VI 

This . Agreement shall enter into force [1] 
thirty days after the date of receipt by the 
Government of the United States of America 
of a note from the Government of Japan 
stating that Japa~ has approved the Agreement 
in accordance with its legal procedures. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being 
duly authorized by their respective Govern­
me n t s , have s i g n e d t h i s Ag re e me n t • 

DONE at Tokyo, this fifth day of April 
1968, in duplicate in the English and Japanese 
languages, both equally authentic. 

For the United States of 

tit~ 
For Japan: 

[SEAL] 

1 June 26, 1968 
• U. Alexis Johnson 
1 Takeo Miki 

America: 
[2] 

[SJ 

[SEAL] 

TIAS 6495 
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TM Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan to the 
American Ambassador 
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Translation 

Tokyo, Apri 1 5, 1968 

:. Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

The return to Japan of the administr~tion 
oter the Bonin and ·other isJands which the 
United States Government has ex·ercised under 
the terms of Article 3 of the Treaty of Peace 
with Japan has filled ~e with great satis­
fa~tion. Amongst the isJands that are being 
returned, one of the hardest battles was 
fought on the island of Jwo-jima in the 
course of the Pacific War. 

There is. a memorial on top of Suribachi­
yama dedicated to the United States Marines 
who f~ught With great valor. I understand 
well the American desire to long preserve 
this memorial. At the same time this battle­
fie]d is one where our Japanese soldiers 
fought also with great courage. Thus, it 
is my hope, on the occasion of the return of 
I w o - j im a , t h a t t h e :re w i 11 be e rec t e d a 
memorial in memory of the Japanese soldiers, 
and that these two m1•moria1s will Jong 
refuain on this spot as a prayrr for eternal 
peace between the two nations, and as a 
reminder of the valor and d1•dication of the 
brave me n - ·on b o t h s i 11 rs • 

Therefore J wish to inform you that it is 
the intention of my Governmrnt to assure the 
United States that the memorial dedicated to 
the United States Marines will be preserved 
on Suribachi-yama and that United States 
personnel may have access thereto. 

His Excellency 
u. Alexis Johnson 

Yours sincerely, 

Takeo Miki 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of Japan 

Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Ple~ipotentiary of 

the United States of America 
to Japan 

( 

( 


